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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2021 2:21 PM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com; siversen@pahouse.net

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
Elizabeth Hessek  
(lizziehessek@gmail.com)  
706 S Mildred Street  
Philadelphia, PA 19147 US  

Comments entered:  
 
I was born and raised in Pennsylvania, and I support the establishment of the RGGI program to 
limit the emissions of carbon dioxide from fossil fuel-fired electric generating units in 
Pennsylvania. The program is a good compromise between economic and environmental 
priorities. Under RGGI, the participating states agree on a regional limit on the carbon pollution 
that power plants can emit. Each state creates its own program for implementing the 
agreement. Large carbon-emitting power plants purchase allowances equal to their CO2 
emissions and can buy, sell, or trade carbon allowances within the overall cap. Power plants 
must pay for the dirty carbon pollution they cause, so they have an incentive to lower their 
emissions. If power plants reduce their emissions below their allowance, they can bank those 
allowances for use in the future, or sell allowances to other power plants, which creates more 
incentive for power plants to invest in ways to reduce their carbon emissions further. The 
purchase of the allowances generates funds – as high as $300 million in a year – that could be 
used to support energy efficiency and renewable energy to further reduce air pollution in the 
state, and to help low-income consumers as well as communities that are transitioning away 
from fossil fuels. 
Plus, RGGI is a multi-state, market-driven program for CO2 emissions from the electric power 
sector, implemented by a bipartisan group of governors. It stretches across 10 states from 
Maine to Maryland, with Virginia and Pennsylvania now getting on board. When we join, we'll be 
part of a team working together for a better future. Don't let Pennsylvania be left behind!  
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No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 

 
Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


